Our Parish Family:
The North Bedford Catholic Community of
Cherishing the Past,
Holy Cross Church and
Celebrating the Present,
Saints Philip and James Church
Embracing the Future.
Please remove your mask before the Sacred Host is placed in your hand

Easter Sunday
The live-stream from HC is at www.mcnmedia.tv
Sat
10 Apr Saturday of the Easter Octave
5:30pm HC
Elena Fulco, RIP
Sun
11 Apr Second Sunday of Easter (Low Sunday)
Divine Mercy Sunday
8:30am HC
Missa pro Populo
10:15am PJ
Frank Birkenhead, RIP
Mon 12 Apr Monday of Easter
10:15am PJ
J, C, M, P and C Golarz-Ward
Tue
13 Apr Tuesday of Easter
10:15am HC
Reg Wooding, RIP
Wed 14 Apr Wednesday of Easter
10:15am HC
Holy Hour: Exposition, Benediction & Rosary
Thu
15 Apr Thursday of Easter
10:15am PJ
Stella and Nigel (RIP) Good - Wedding Anniv
Fri
16 Apr Friday of Easter
10:15am HC
Elizabeth McGovern, RIP
Sat
17 Apr Saturday of Easter
10:15am PJ
Hugh and Aldeen Taylor, RIP
5:30pm HC
Missa pro Populo
Sun
18 Apr Third Sunday of Easter
8:30am HC
Easter Lily/Flower Dedications
Prince Philip, RIP
Queen Elizabeth and the Royal Family
10:15am PJ
The Greaves Family
Pray for the repose of the soul of Margaret Tourle, whose
funeral will be at HC this Monday, 12th April.
Attendance at funerals are strictly by invitation only.
Please pray for the repose of the soul of His Royal Highness
The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, RIP. Please pray too
for Her Majesty The Queen and for all members of the
Royal Family in their grief. Jesu Mercy - Mary Pray.

Paschal Candle: The imagery
encompasses allusions to the
Coronation of Our Lady, the
Heavenly Jerusalem, etc. We also
see the traditional elements of the
Holy Cross, the Greek letters Alpha
and Omega and the numerals of
this Year of Our Lord, 2021. These
candles were inscribed, blessed and
incense studs were added at a
special liturgy on Holy Saturday;
thank you to everyone who joined
us either in-person or via the
live-stream.
Most commonly, brass or
wax studs (also called:
pins), containing incense,
are added to the paschal
candle in remembrance of
the precious wounds of
Christ which are said to be
a source of ‘sweetness’
(hence the incense) for the
Christian.
A very Happy Easter from Father Wayne, Deacon Crispin,
Deacon Tony and Stephanie.
Fr Wayne extends his sincere appreciation to everyone who
contributed to the Easter Offering and/or who offered him
gifts and cards.
Thank you to everyone who helped with the Sacred
Triduum liturgies: Readers, stewards, organists, singers,
flower arrangers, ‘display creators’ (!), cleaners, those who
installed the Easter Gardens and not least the two ‘veilers’
(‘one who veils or conceals something’).
Thank you also to those people who arranged and
participated in the many and various online liturgies.

Summer Webinar Series - Divine Renovation Read-along
It seems that the Diocese is catching up with us! You may recall a few years ago we held a number of Divine Renovation
reading groups. Unfortunately, we didn’t progress it much further. Question: What is Divine Renovation? Answer: It is
probably the most influential method of parish renewal. Each Monday (from 19th April, 7:30pm - 8:30pm) the Diocese
invites you to explore a chapter of the original book with special guests including: Bishop David, “Remembering our Identity
and Purpose”; Jo Boyce, Transforming Our Parish Culture; and Hannah Vaughan-Spruce, The Essential Role of Leadership.
If you would like to sign-up to this initiative please email Sheila.
Our Parish Priest is Fr Wayne Coughlin: The Presbytery, 2 Severn Way, Bedford MK41 7BX: parishpriestbedford@gmail.com
Deacon: Rev. Tony Quinlan: Tel: (01234) 950453; deacontonyquinlan@northamptondiocese.org
Tel: (01234) 352607
Deacon: Rev. Crispin Walkling-Lea: Tel: 07941 884645; deaconcrispinwalklinglea@northamptondiocese.org
Catholic Youth Minister: Stephanie Lee (Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday): Tel: 07307 882977; youthministerbedford@gmail.com
Websites are: www.holycrossbedford.org.uk, www.facebook.com/holycrossbedford and www.sspandjbedford.org.uk
Parish Secretary Holy Cross, Sheila Allen (Monday and Thursday): Tel: (01234) 353116; holycrosschurch896@btconnect.com
Parish Secretary Ss Philip & James, Mariateresa Quinlan (Tuesdays, 10:00am to 2:00pm): Tel: (01234) 950453; sspandjparishsecretary@gmail.com
Items for the Newsletter to the editor, by the Sunday before publication. Tel: 07986 357320; email: charlie.stallard@gmail.com

Financial Update
As we move into a new financial year, I would normally say a few words at the end of each Mass,
over one weekend, to update everyone on the finances of our two parishes. That is clearly not
going to be possible this year and, as such, I am providing everyone with this written summary.
First and foremost, I recognise the past twelve months have been difficult for everyone and
therefore must begin with a big thank you to those who have continued to support the parishes
financially in the past year. That being said, with churches closed for some of the year and the
numbers attending Mass being limited since the churches reopened, the income of both parishes
has reduced materially. As a result, even though we have minimised outgoings as much as
possible, the finances of both our parishes have been impacted adversely, more especially in the
case of Ss Philip and James.
To better illustrate matters, firstly from an income perspective:
* offertory collections at Ss Philip and James were 40% lower than the previous year between
April and December 2020 (a reduction of £10,500) and those at Holy Cross were 25% lower (a
£12,000 reduction), in addition to which neither parish could conduct additional fundraising
activities (in the previous year, fundraising raised an additional £1,000 for Ss Philip and James and
£6,000 for Holy Cross);
* separately, over the course of 2020, Ss Philip and James received approx. £6,000 by re-claiming
Gift Aid and Holy Cross raised approx. £11,000 - while neither of these figures has changed
materially in the past year, as re-claiming Gift Aid is done 6/12 months in arrears, the reduced
level of offertory income in 2020 will clearly lead to a reduced level of Gift Aid being reclaimed in
the financial year 2021/22.
The reason the percentage reductions in offertory income are so different between the two
parishes, is because Holy Cross receives a much greater proportion of their income by standing
order and, separately, the differences in reclaimed Gift Aid are because Holy Cross has a greater
number of Gift Aid declarations in force - again, by way of illustration, offertory income from
standing orders totals approx. £900 per month at Ss Philip and James and approx. £3,300 per
month at Holy Cross.
You will see our parishes have relied more than ever in the past year on the parishioners who
make regular offertory contributions, particularly those made by standing order, as well as in
re-claiming Gift Aid on behalf of parishioners who have signed the necessary declaration. In
addition, we have been grateful for many generous donations received over the course of the
year (primarily to help offset the costs of live-streaming and COVID-related cleaning), all of
which helped to offset, partially, the reduction in offertory income (donations totalled approx.
£2,500 for Ss Philip and James and £3,500 for Holy Cross).
In expenditure terms, you are already aware Holy Cross reimburse Ss Philip and James half of Fr.
Wayne’s salary and the domestic costs of the Presbytery but this cost sharing arrangement, along
with the regular standing order income received by Ss Philip and James, only covers two thirds of
regular outgoings in the parish (salary, utility bills, Diocesan levy and other charges, as well as
domestic presbytery costs). It can therefore be seen that, for much of last year, Ss Philip and James
was not able to meet even the restricted level of outgoings that had to be paid and this is why, for
example, there was a need to seek donations to cover the cost of flowers for Christmas and Easter.
Holy Cross finances are stronger, however, given their much higher levels of standing order and
Gift Aid income but there is only limited headroom, not least as Holy Cross are paying approx.
£400 per month in respect of the live-streaming service we use as well as the cost of
COVID-related cleaning both churches (this latter activity includes a monthly visit by a
commercial ‘fogging’ contractor).

Hopefully, with restrictions anticipated to ease in the coming weeks, more people will feel able to
attend Mass again over the course of this year. Your continued financial support remains crucial,
not least as the need to minimise outgoings over the course of 2020 cannot realistically be
continued indefinitely. We not currently able to invest adequately in the mission or the fabric of
our parishes, while we certainly anticipate having to meet large repair bills, especially at Ss Philip
and James, in the coming year.
In conclusion, I hope you will continue your financial support to both parishes over the next
twelve months, bearing in mind none of us know when (or if) Mass attendances will return to
levels seen before the pandemic. May I also, please, encourage everyone in both parishes to
consider increasing their current offertory donations. Also, for those who do not currently do so,
could I also ask you to set up a standing order for your offertory payments, as doing so would
better enable the parishes to meet their outgoings in the future, whilst also making the
administration of the payments easier going forward for both you and the parishes.
I am also asking anyone who is a taxpayer but has not yet signed a Gift Aid declaration to
consider doing so. This would then give the parishes a refund of the tax you have already paid on
your earnings at no additional cost to you and neither will this impact on your own dealings with
HMRC. There is nothing more for you to do after signing the declaration, as we do the ongoing
administration and neither do you need to report anything more that you already do to HMRC.
In addition, it would be appreciated if you could consider making one-off or regular donations to
cover the additional costs we currently incur for our live-streaming service and, to keep both
churches as COVID-secure as possible, recognising both these activities will need to continue for
some time to come.
I hope you have found this summary helpful and, if anyone has related observations or questions,
feel free to get in touch with me at peterecommons@gmail.com or on 07715 943234; also, if you
want to set up a new standing order, amend an existing standing order and/or sign a new Gift Aid
declaration, please contact Margaret Wells on 07931 338344.
Peter Commons, Treasurer

The Chaplet of the Divine Mercy

1. Opening Prayers:
First, make the Sign of the Cross. Touch the forehead, then
the chest, then the left shoulder, then the right shoulder,
while saying:
In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.
Recite this opening prayer once:
You expired, O Jesus, but the Source of Life gushed forth
for souls and the Ocean of Mercy opened up for the whole
world. O Fount of Life, unfathomable Divine Mercy,
envelop the whole world and empty Yourself out upon us.
Recite the following prayer three times:
O Blood and Water, which gushed forth from the Heart of
Jesus as a fount of mercy for us, I trust in You.
Then recite one Our Father, one Hail Mary, and the
Apostles’ Creed:
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. Amen.
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art
thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb
Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now
and at the hour of our death. Amen.
Apostles Creed: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the
third day, he rose again. He ascended into Heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again
to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

2. The Decades of the Chaplet:
After the Opening Prayers, the next prayers are said in sets
of ten, called ‘decades.’ A set of five decades is called a
‘chaplet.’ The prayers are said using ordinary Rosary beads.
On the single large bead (before each set of ten smaller
beads) recite:
Eternal Father, I offer You the Body and Blood, Soul and
Divinity of Your dearly beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ,
in atonement for our sins and those of the whole world.
Then, on each of the ten smaller beads, recite:
For the sake of His sorrowful Passion, have mercy on us
and on the whole world.
(Alternate version of this prayer: For the sake of Jesus
Christ’s sorrowful Passion and death on the Cross, have
mercy on us and on the whole world.)
After each set of ten prayers, many persons add:
O Blood and Water, which gushed forth from the Heart of
Jesus as a fount of mercy for us, I trust in You.
Repeat the above set of prayers, called a decade, five
times to complete one Divine Mercy Chaplet.
3. Closing Prayers:
Recite the following prayer three times:
Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, have
mercy on us and on the whole world.
Then recite this closing prayer:
Eternal God, Your Mercy is endless, and Your treasury of
compassion is inexhaustible. Look with kindness upon us
and increase Your Mercy within us, so that, in difficult
moments, we may not despair, nor become despondent,
but may, with great confidence, submit ourselves to Your
Holy Will, which is Love and Mercy itself. Amen.
Finally, make the Sign of the Cross again:
In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.

