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Dear Reverend Fathers, 

 

COVID-19 Emergency Measures 

 
Following the direction by the Bishops’ Conference that Mass is to be celebrated without congregations until further 

notice we need to recognise that this will significantly reduce offertory.  Some parishes have quite a high percentage 

of giving through standing orders and this is very important to the Diocese.  

 

However, many parishes derive most of their income through offertory on the plate and, with people being unable to 

attend Mass, offertory on the plate will reduce. 

 

We have made arrangements with the bank to allow parishes to run into overdraft in their current accounts should this 

be needed and we are also reviewing the ‘sweep’ from current accounts to parish Diocesan accounts to provide more 

flexibility to parishes.  

 

We would ask that all parishes consider carefully their expenditure and reduce their spending where possible. No non 

urgent or unnecessary works should be undertaken or planned at this time. Recently approved building work projects 

that have not yet started may need to be delayed until we are clear about our future financial situation but we will deal 

with this on a project by project basis. 

 

It is easy to think that our own parish finances are not significant. They are! With 69 parishes offertory plate income is 

normally £250,000 per month. Any reduction on this will put pressure on parishes and on the Diocese as a whole so it 

is important that all parishes look at ‘the big picture’ particularly when considering expenditure and are as prudent as 

possible. 

 

As a means of mitigating this loss we would like to encourage those parishioners who do not currently give by 

Standing Order to donate online. This can be done via the Diocesan website which can be found at 

https://northamptondiocese.org/. Scroll down to find the ‘Donate’ button and follow the instructions on the Catholic 

Diocese of Northampton Virgin money giving page. Please ensure the parish name and area i.e. St Joseph’s, Luton 

that the donation is intended for is indicated in the notes section of the donate page.    

mailto:hughdavies@northamptondiocese.org
https://northamptondiocese.org/


The Northampton Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust 

Registered Charity Number 234091 

 

I am sure that you will all be as generous as possible and support your parish in these difficult times. 

Yours sincerely 

 
 

Hugh Davies 

Director of Finance and Development 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


